SCHIP's shortcomings are many 

Monday, October 1, 2007

I'd like to highlight some of the critical shortcomings that prompted the Tennessee House Republican delegation, a strong majority of our GOP colleagues and several Democrat members to oppose passage of the SCHIP (State Children's Health Insurance Program) bill (Sept. 27 editorial, "Blackburn faces key decision").

We are committed to expanding access to quality health care to all Americans, especially disadvantaged children, but this bill will not advance those efforts. By expanding the definition of "poor" to include those making $82,000 per year or more, SCHIP will enroll 1.2 million more people by 2012. The Congressional Budget Office estimates that 600,000 of those have private health insurance today. This bill would provide strong incentive for individuals and employers to dump private coverage and shift these costs to taxpayers -- at an estimated $74,000 per person annually. Here in Tennessee we saw a similar stampede to state-run coverage cripple the TennCare system.

Another troubling part of the bill is the removal of proof-of-citizenship requirements for enrollment. The bill also dramatically increases federal funding to enroll new children in SCHIP for the next five years -- funding that is partially offset by a tax increase. Then in 2012 the bill abruptly cuts total SCHIP funding by 80 percent. Unless Congress intervenes, millions of children will then lose coverage. CBO estimates that by 2017, SCHIP will have a $40 billion hole in it.

The disproportionate share hospital (DSH) payments problem began 1993 when then-Gov. Ned McWherter and President Clinton agreed to forgo charitable care reimbursements when TennCare was created. Since then, Tennessee's congressional delegation has worked to secure federal money to offset losses incurred by hospitals like the Regional Medical Center at Memphis. As much as we would like to see permanent restoration of DSH payments, we cannot accept them as part of a larger legislative package that would export some of the worst aspects of TennCare to the rest of the country.

I continue to support a reauthorization of SCHIP in its original form, and I will continue to oppose efforts to expand government control over our health care choices.

Marsha Blackburn

U.S. Representative, 7th Congressional District Tennessee

Another federal 'gravy train'

Your Sept. 27 editorial, "Blackburn faces key decision," missed the point. She has already made her decision on SCHIP -- the right one.

We have proved that these open-ended entitlement programs are fiscally unsustainable and create classes of people who become dependent on their existence. Although it may be good politics to create yet another reservoir of voters to whom one can pander, it is bad government.

You mention that the SCHIP bill has the support of Sens. Lamar Alexander and Bob Corker, "two unlikely candidates for involvement in socialist causes," and there you are correct. This is another socialist program, a government-mandated redistribution of wealth without limits.

You attribute Blackburn's refusal to support this bill to her "blind" loyalty to President Bush. In fact, she sees far more clearly than do you that this "gravy train" legislation is not in the best interest of her constituency.

S.L. Counts

Collierville

Senators' stand is shocking

I am aghast that Tennessee's senators would support the SCHIP bill and this liberal effort to move toward socialized medicine.

Not only does this bill propose to cover children whose families make more than $80,000 a year, it also seeks to cover "children" up to age 25. Nice of you to think of them as children, senators (at least for medical insurance). This bill would also limit or reduce future Social Security benefits. No one, including AARP, seems to want to mention that.

I suggest our senators meet with Marsha Blackburn to try to get a better understanding of this legislation. After the President vetoes this bill, you can bet the other side will make an issue of it for the next election. It should be, but all the facts need to be in the open.

Steve Broom

Lakeland

No surprise from Blackburn

It is not surprising that Marsha Blackburn voted to defeat the expansion of SCHIP. She has voted in lock step with President Bush since she has been in office. As far as I can tell, she hasn't had an original thought in her head.

She follows Bush and the party line without exception, even when it means, as in this case, she hurts her own constituents.

Twila Huffman

Germantown

The poor don't matter to Bush

President Bush, who has decided to turn over his war to the next administration because he didn't have a clue as to what to do after the military won his war, has decided he can keep the budget figures down on the backs of medically uninsured children.

Threatening to veto health care for millions of uninsured children is so -- um -- Bush. Even if Republicans vote with Democrats, George is there with his pen at the ready.

The successful SCHIP program was started 10 years ago with bipartisan support. Now the Decider had decided to undo this success because poor people don't count (re Katrina). It's one more shameful act in a litany of Bush administration misdeeds.

Bud Demetriou

Memphis

Where there's smoke, there's a new tax

As usual, this newspaper only brings self-serving spin to the SCHIP issue, mentioning in brief "a hike in federal cigarette taxes would fund it." You forgot the additional cigar and pipe tobacco tax increase. At what point will we tax the tobacco industry out of existence?

I don't smoke cigarettes, but I do smoke cigars. As a consumer of these, I and millions of others are opposing this federal cigar tax. Handmade cigars and pipe tobaccos are now subject to the highest excise tax in the Internal Revenue Code. Any further taxation is punitive. The industry of retail tobacconists' shops could be wiped out.

This incredible tax increase, along with the proposed floor stock tax, is a devastating blow to what is typically a family-owned and operated small business.

Our health care system needs a fix, but not at the expense of another. Where are the descen-dants of the Boston Tea Party when you need them? Maybe Marsha Blackburn and President Bush know something about the facts you don't.

Rock Janda

Germantown

