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Bartlett symposium urges businesses to cash in on foreign trade potential 

By Linda A. Moore
Contact
August 10, 2007 
Tennessee is an overachiever in the arena of foreign trade, logging an 89 percent increase in foreign exports over the past five years, government officials said Thursday. 

But it's a market dominated by big business. 
During an international trade symposium Thursday in Bartlett, participants learned that there are missed opportunities for small- and medium-size businesses to take advantage of the world's growing "consumer class." 

U.S. Rep. Marsha Blackburn, R-Tenn., hosted the event at Youth Villages to bring governmental experts in international trade to constituents interested in marketing their goods. 

"Our job is to make sure you have the opportunity to get your products to that 95 percent of the population that's outside the U.S.," Blackburn said. 

Blackburn brought to the discussion Israel Hernandez, U.S. Department of Commerce assistant secretary and director general of the U.S. Commercial Service, and Claire Reade, chief counsel for China trade enforcement. 

"There is a huge growing consumer class all around the world," Hernandez said. "Some call it a middle-class. I prefer to call it a consumer class. They have purchasing power they've never had before." 

The ease of international express shipping through companies like FedEx, plus Internet technology, make it possible for the smallest of companies to market internationally, Hernandez said. 

Seventy percent of the world's population purchases goods from countries other than the United States, he said. 

"If you're a business person, that speaks volumes," Hernandez said. 

China is now part of the World Trade Organization, and its population of 1.3 billion is ripe for U.S. businesses, Reade said. 

"China is a land of big opportunities," Reade said. 

As part of the WTO, the country is required to adhere to international standards on fair trade and intellectual property rights, and it's easier to extract retribution when they don't, she said. 

"That means we can sue them," Reade said. 

David Spann, director of the Memphis U.S. Export Assistance Center, also attending the symposium, said he is in touch with organizations like the U.S. Small Business Administration, SCORE and area chambers of commerce, which can direct business owners to his office for guidance. 

-- Linda A. Moore: 529-2702 
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