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Blackburn Votes Against Medicare Cuts, Health Care for Illegal Immigrants
Washington, D.C. -- Congressman Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) today voted against the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP), which would force $193 billion in total Medicare cuts for seniors and offer government funded healthcare to illegal immigrants.

"The SCHIP program was created by a Republican Congress in 1997 in order to care for lower income children.  The liberal leadership of this House has distorted it by expanding the program and offering government run healthcare for illegal immigrants, while paying for it on the backs of our seniors," Blackburn said. 
"The Democrat-led proposal would expand SCHIP to people up to 25 years of age and allow for increased eligibility by covering children in families with incomes up to 400 percent of the Federal Poverty Level.  In 2007, that would mean income levels of approximately $82,000 for a family of four.  So, according to the IRS, you are wealthy enough to pay the Alternative Minimum Tax (ATM) and according to HHS, you are poor enough to be eligible for SCHIP." 

According to the Congressional Budget Office the current bill would:

· Cut Medicare Advantage Plans $157.1 Billion over 10 years 

· Cut Medicare Provider Payments $37.1 Billion over 10 years 

· Increases Taxes by $53 Billion over 10 years 

· Expands SCHIP as a Permanent Entitlement with no sunset provision by $159.9 Billion over 10 years 

###
