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Blackburn: "Keep Port Security Out of Felons' Hands"
Washington, D.C. -- Congressman Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) today successfully pushed for legislation that would prohibit dangerous, convicted felons from working in sensitive security positions at U.S. ports.  Blackburn's motion, which passed the House by an overwhelming margin, would deny the Transportation Worker Identification Credential (TWIC) to any person convicted of serious felonies, such as murder, smuggling, bribery or kidnapping.  

"The American people deserve to know that those people in charge and working at our ports of entry are not dangerous felons," Blackburn said.  "What is the point of spending millions of dollars looking for dangerous cargo, if we don't screen our workers first?  It's simple, common sense legislation -- murderers and drug smugglers should not work at sensitive government posts where our national security is at stake." 

"This provision is a way to take concrete steps to tighten up port security.  It merely applies the same requirement to port security that is already used by the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) in screening truck drivers that transport hazardous material."  
The Wall Street Journal agreed in a September 2006 article: "Some 750,000 workers currently have unescorted access to secure port areas, including longshoremen, truck drivers and rail workers. People with a criminal record would seem to be obvious candidates for recruitment by bad guys trying to infiltrate the docks."

Blackburn's motion instructs conferees to the House-Senate conference committee on the 9/11 Commission Recommendations bill to adopt tough port security language offered by Senator Jim DeMint (R-SC) and passed by the Senate earlier this year.
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